
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tales of Andalusia:  Gardens, Culture and Cuisine 

May 23 – June 3, 2020 

In support of the UC Botanical Garden                                                                                                     
Escorted by Katherine Greenberg 

 

Come with us to discover Andalucia! This fascinating region of Spain, with its legacy of Roman 
and Moorish influences, preserves a culture that is unique in Europe. As we make our way from 
Malaga to Granada, Cordoba, and Seville, we will visit exceptional private homes and gardens 
as well as historical palaces and cortijos, country estates that influenced the design of 
California’s missions.  Our journey will take us through iconic landscapes, from the shores of 
the Mediterranean to the Sierra Nevada mountains and the Guadalquivir Valley. Along the 
way, we will enjoy regional Spanish cuisine in private homes and acclaimed restaurants.  

 

Saturday, May 23:  USA to Malaga 

Sunday, May 24:  Malaga  (D) 

Independent arrivals in Malaga. Check into Hotel Molina Lario, centrally located opposite the 
Cathedral, for two nights.  



In the afternoon we will meet our lecturer Mervyn Samuel and take a short walk to the Picasso 
Museum, which preserves Phoenician, Roman, and Moorish remains dating from the 7th 
century BC. We will enjoy a refreshing drink in the museum café.  

Welcome dinner of Mediterranean cuisine this evening at Beluga Restaurant. 

Monday, May 25:  Malaga – Sotogrande, Malaga  (B, L) 

This morning we drive to Sotogrande, one of the most elegant developments on the Costa del 
Sol. We have invitations to visit two outstanding contemporary private gardens, one designed 
by Fernando Caruncho and the other by Alvaro de la Rosa.   

 

We will enjoy lunch at Sotogrande’s Beach Club and then return to Malaga for a panoramic 
drive around the city. We will also see the Alcazaba, an ancient Moorish fortress. This evening 
is free for dinner on your own (a list of restaurants will be provided). 

Tuesday, May 26:  Malaga – Ronda – Granada  (B, L) 

This morning we will visit a private garden on our way to Ronda, a centuries-old hill town and 
the region’s largest Pueblo Blanco (white town). Ronda is spectacularly located on the edge of 
El Tajo Gorge and traces its history to the Moorish period.  Our guided walk through Ronda will 
include a visit to the 18th century Plaza de Toros.  

 



Just outside of Ronda, we will have lunch at Cortijo Los Azules, an old agricultural estate 
recently restored by Philippe Starck. We will sample the estate’s organic olive oil. In the 
afternoon we see vast groves of olive trees on our drive to Granada.  

Check into the Alhambra Palace Hotel for two nights. This landmark hotel, recently restored, 
was designed to reflect the character of the Alhambra. The evening is free for dinner on your 
own in the hotel restaurant or a tapa on the terrace with views of the Sierra Nevada.  

Wednesday, May 27:  Granada  (B, L, D) 

This morning we will visit the Alhambra for a lectured tour of its lovely rooms, courtyards, and 
terraced gardens, dating from the 14th century. A short walk up the hill we will come to the 
Generalife, the summer palace and gardens of the Moorish kings. The sound of water, flowing 
through rills and fountains, can be heard throughout the Alhambra and the Generalife. 

 

 

We will drive up to the old Arab Quarter, el Albayzín and have lunch overlooking the Alhambra 
and the Sierra Nevada.  After lunch we will explore the narrow streets and hidden patios of the 
Albayzin and visit the private garden of a Carmen, the Moorish name for a traditional garden in 
Granada.     

This evening we will enjoy a tapas dinner at the hotel and then return to the Alhambra to see 
the architectural details of the palace and courtyards illuminated.  



 
Thursday, May 28:  Granada – Ecija - Cordoba  (B,L) 

After breakfast, we depart by coach for Cordoba, stopping to see Ganaderia San Pablo, the 
private horse farm of the Countess of Prado Castellano. Coffee on arrival will be followed by a 
Spanish horse dressage performance organized for our group. 

We continue to the lovely town of Ecija for lunch at Santa Florentina, the private manor house 
and garden of the Countess. Time permitting, we will walk through the town to see its unique 
manor houses and Baroque churches.  

 

Later in the afternoon we arrive in Cordoba and check into Hotel Casa de la Juderia for two 
nights. Dinner is on your own in the hotel or one of the nearby restaurants. 

Friday, May 29:  Cordoba  (B,L,D) 

This morning begins with the lovely Palace of Viana in the historic quarter of Cordoba. Then we 
will have a guided visit to La Mesquita, the great mosque built in the 8th century by the Moors. 
It was converted into a Catholic church after the Reconquista in 1236 and later transformed 
into a Renaissance cathedral. The mosque’s courtyard is considered to be the oldest 
continuously maintained garden in Europe.  

 

We continue our walk, visiting charming patios along the narrow streets, to El Churrasco 
Restaurant for lunch. There will be free time after lunch for more exploration, shopping, or a 
siesta.  



This evening we will enjoy a tapas dinner before returning to the Mosque-Cathedral to see the 
sound and light presentation Alma de Cordoba (Soul of Cordoba). 

Saturday, May 30  Cordoba (B, L) 

This morning we depart Cordoba and visit a private country home and garden with many 
varieties of citrus, including the Persian lemon that was brought to Spain by the Moors. The 
owner will share some of her special recipes with us. 

 

We continue to Palma del Rio for lunch in the Palace of Puertocarrero, the private home of 
Cristina Ybarra and her husband Enrique Moreno de la Coba. Over the last twenty years Cristina 
has created an extraordinary garden, which is enclosed by the old town walls.  

After lunch we will drive to Seville and check into the  Hotel Casas del Rey de Baeza for three 
nights. The evening is free for a stroll through the Barrio de Santa Cruz or relaxing at the hotel. 

 

Sunday, May 31: Seville  (B,L,) 

After breakfast we will visit Palace of Duenas, the beautiful private home and gardens of the 
late Duchess of Alba. We continue by carriage to Maria Luisa Park, along the banks of the 
Guadalquivir River, to see its lovely tiled fountains and pavilions. 

After a tapas lunch, we will visit Museo de Bellas Artes (Fine Arts Museum), set in a 16th 
century monastery with four tranquil patios. The museum features an outstanding collection of 
Spanish paintings by Velasquez, Zurbaran. and Murillo.  

It is said that flamenco probably began in Seville, a city that has long inspired artists, writers, 
and composers. This evening we will enjoy a flamenco performance at Cristina Hoyos 
Foundation. Dinner is on your own. 

 



 

Monday, June 1  Seville 

This morning we will explore the spectacular palace and gardens of the Reales Alcazares. This 
complex has a fascinating history and features many styles of architecture. We will also visit the 
Cathedral, which retains elements of the earlier mosque on the site, and La Giralda, the bell 
tower of the Cathedral and the city’s landmark. The tower has a panoramic view of the city, for 
those who wish to make the steep climb to the top.  

Our lunch today will be in the private home of the Italian Consuls in the Barrio de Santa Cruz. 
There will be free time after lunch to explore this charming quarter, with its narrow, cobbled 
streets and elegant patio gardens. 

Our farewell dinner this evening will take place in the Palace of the Marquises of La Motilla, 
where we will enjoy the hospitality of our charming hosts and see their collections.  

Tuesday, June 2  Departure 

Independent departures 

 

Tour Escort:  Katherine Greenberg is a garden designer and author with a life-long interest in 
Spanish gardens, history, and culture. She studied at the University of Madrid and the 
University of California. Katherine has led many tours to Spain, and she has given talks in 
Madrid and Malaga. Currently on the UC Botanical Garden Advisory Board, Katherine is a past 
president of the Mediterranean Garden Society in Greece, Pacific Horticulture Society, and the 
Friends of the Regional Parks Botanic Garden.  

Tour Lecturer:  Mervyn Samuel is an author and lecturer on Spanish history and culture. He 
gave a presentation of his book, Tales of the Royal Alcazares of Seville, at the UC Botanical 
Garden in 2018. It was inspired by Washington Irving’s classic Tales of the Alhambra. Mervyn 
lived in Seville for several years when he first came to Spain, before making his home in Madrid. 
He serves on the board of several Spanish organizations, including Espana Nostra. Mervyn was 
the lecturer for the UC Botanical Garden’s garden tour of central Spain in 2016.  



Sofia Barroso and Barbara Fulford will join us for part of the tour. Sofia, president of Around 
Art, and Barbara Fulford, president of Valesa Cultural Services, have collaborated for many 
years to create extraordinary garden and cultural tours in Spain and Portugal, including several 
in support of the UC Botanical Garden (2016 Central Spain, 2017 Mallorca and Menorca, 2019 
Portugal and Galicia, 2020 Andalucia). Sofia is based in Madrid, and Barbara divides her time 
between Madrid and California. Both are art collectors, and Sofia is on the board of several 
Spanish art foundations as well as Teatro Real (Madrid’s opera). 

Cuisine:  The menus planned for our group include a sampling of regional specialties in 
acclaimed restaurants and private homes. Breakfast is typically served buffet style in the hotels. 
Lunch is the main meal in Spain, and it usually includes several courses. In the evening, a 
selection of tapas served with a glass of wine or sangria can take the place of a traditional 
dinner. Most restaurants open for dinner about 9 pm, although tapa bars and cafes serving 
lighter fare are open all day.  

 

TOUR LAND COST PER GUEST BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY:                                                                                                            

Based on a minimum of 18 guests: $7184.00 per person for members of the 
University of California Botanical Garden.          Non-members pay a $50.00 
supplement. We suggest non-members join before registering for the tour. 

Single supplement $1298. 

COSTS INCLUDE: 

• 9 night’s accommodation, all rooms with private bathrooms 

• All hotel taxes and service charges 

• Breakfast daily/ lunches and dinners as noted in the itinerary 

• Deluxe private transportation and top drivers 

• Airport transfers 

• Special English speaking local guides 

• All sightseeing and entrances as per the itinerary 

• Deluxe portfolio of documents 

• Escorted by Katherine Greenberg 

• Donation of $500 to the University of California Botanical Garden 



 
COSTS DO NOT INCLUDE: 

• Airfare 

• Travel insurance 

• Passports 

To make a reservation, please complete and submit a printed booking form with 
your deposit by check.                                                                                                                     

Sterling Tours, Ltd   2907 Shelter Island Drive Suite #105-262   San Diego, CA 92106        

Tel 619-299-3010 x10   800-976-9497  cheryl@sterlingtoursltd.com   
www.sterlinggardentours.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 


